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ors bestowed upon

themselves or their

friends, Jesus is un-

honored and forgot-

ten.Parents should

seek to

t e a c h

their chil-

dren to

honor Je-

sus. They

should be

i n -

structed

how He

came to

the world to bring

light, to shine amid

the moral darkness

of the world. They

should be impressed

with the fact that

"God so loved the

world that He gave

his only begotten

Son, that whosoever

believeth in Him

should not perish,

but have everlasting

life."

BE.1892-12-15.014

      “Brethren and sis-

ters, what are you go-

ing to bring to Jesus

as an offering of

love? What will you

render unto the Lord

for all

his ben-

e f i t s ?

W i l l

y o u

s h o w

f o r t h

t h e

prai

s e s

o f

Him who has called

you out of darkness

into his marvellous

light, or will you de-

vote your time and

money to self and to

pleasure seeking, as

though self were the

great object of at-

traction? O, may the

coming Christmas be

the best one you have

ever enjoyed, be-

cause you have

brought gifts to Je-

sus, and given your-

selves and your all

without reservation

to Him who has given

all for you.”

RH.1879-12-11.006

“Christmas day, pre-

cious reminder of the

sacrifice made in

man's behalf, should

not be devoted to

gluttony and self-

indulgence, thus ex-

alting the creature

above the Creator.

Let us who are par-

takers of this great

salvation show that

we have some appreci-

ation of the gift, by

rendering to God our

thank-offerings. If we

would indulge less in

feasting and merri-

ment upon these occa-

sions, and instead

make them the means

of benefiting human-

ity, we should better

meet the mind of God.

It is a pleasure and

gratification to ex-

change gifts with our

friends; but are there

not nobler and more

glorious objects for

which we may give our

means, and thus do

“O, may the coming Christmas be
the best one you have ever enjoyed”
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B E . 1 8 9 2 - 1 2 -

15.011

      “In celebrat-

ing Christmas, fa-

thers, mothers,

children, and

friends are di-

verted from the

great object to

which the custom

is attributed.

They give their

whole attention

to the bestowal

of gifts upon one

another, and

their minds are

turned away

from the contem-

plation of the

Source of all

their blessings

both spiritual

and temporal. In

their attention

to gifts and hon-

“Christmas Day precious re-
minder of the sacrifice made”
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mas gift. Let your dona-

tions be sanctified by

prayer, and let the fruit

upon this consecrated

tree be applied toward

removing the debts from

our houses of

worship at Bat-

tle Creek, Mich.,

and Oakland,

Cal.”

R H . 1 8 8 2 - 1 2 -

26.015

      “In every

church, how-

ever small, spe-

cial efforts

should be made to show

our gratitude to God by

bringing our offerings

for his cause. Let those

who desire a Christmas

tree make its boughs

fruitful with gifts for

the needy, and offer-

ings for the treasury of

God. And let the chil-

mas tree? will it not be

like the world? We an-

swer, You can make it

like the world if you

have a disposition to do

so, or you can make it as

unlike the world as pos-

sible. There is no partic-

ular sin in selecting a

fragrant evergreen,

and placing it in our

churches; but the sin

lies in the motive which

prompts to action, and

the use which is made of

the gifts placed upon

the tree.”

RH.1879-12-11.016

      “The tree may be as

tall and its branches as

wide as shall best suit

the occasion; but let its

boughs be laden with

the golden and silver

fruit of your benefi-

cence, and present this

to Him as your Christ-

good by shedding light

upon the pathway of

others?”

RH.1879-12-11.015

      “We are now nearing

the close of another

year, and shall we not

make these festal days

opportunities in which

to bring to God our of-

ferings? I cannot say

sacrifices, for we shall

only be rendering to

God that which is his al-

ready, and which he has

only intrusted to us till

he shall call for it. God

would be well pleased

if on Christmas, each

church would have a

Christmas tree on which

shall be hung offerings,

great and small, for

these houses of wor-

ship. Letters of inquiry

have come to us asking,

Shall we have a Christ-

E. G. White On Christmas

membrance if we do not

in this forget God, our

best friend. We should

make our gifts such as

will prove a real bene-

fit to the receiver.”

RH.1884-12-09.005

      “As the twenty-fifth

bringing their offer-

ings to God, I would not

wholly condemn the

practice of making

Christmas and New

Years gifts to our

friends. It is right to be-

stow upon one another

tokens of love and re-

dren learn the blessed-

ness of giving by bring-

ing their little gifts to

add to the offerings of

their parents.”

RH.1882-12-26.018

      “While urging upon

all the duty of first

“God would be
well pleased if on
Christmas, each
church would

have a Christmas
tree on which shall

be hung offer-
ings,”

Continued quotes from E. G. White
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day of December is ob-

served to commemorate

the birth of Christ, as

the children have been

instructed by precept

and example that this

was indeed a day of

gladness and

rejoicing, you

will find it a dif-

ficult matter

to pass over

this period

without giving

it some atten-

tion. It can be

made to serve a

very good purpose. The

youth should be treated

very carefully. They

should not be left on

Christmas to find their

own amusement in vanity

and pleasure-seeking, in

amusements which will

be detrimental to their

spirituality. Parents

can control this matter

by turning the minds

and the offerings of

their children to God

and his cause and the

salvation of souls.”

RH.1884-12-09.013

     “ I entreat you, my

brethren and sisters,

to make this coming

Christmas a blessing to

yourselves and others.

The birth of Jesus was

unhallowed by the

great men of earth. He

was the Majesty of

heaven; yet this royal

subject had no atten-

dants. His birth was un-

honored by the very

men he came to our

world to save. But his

advent was celebrated

by the heavenly host.

Angels of God, in the

appearance of a star,

conducted the wise men

on their mission in

search of Jesus. They

came with gifts and

costly offerings of

frankincense and

myrrh, to pay their obla-

tion to the infant king

foretold in prophecy.

They followed the bril-

liant messengers with

assurance and great

joy. The angels passed

by the school of the

prophets, the palaces

of kings, and appeared

to the humble shep-

herds, guarding their

flocks by night, upon

Bethlehem's plains. One

angel first appeared,

clothed with the

panoply of heaven; and

so surprised and so ter-

rified were the shep-

herds that they could

only gaze upon the won-

drous glory of the heav-

enly visitant with unut-

terable amazement. The

E. G. White On Christmas

angel of the Lord came

to them, and said, "Fear

not, for, behold, I bring

you tidings of great joy,

which shall be unto all

people; for unto you is

born this day, in the city

of David, a Saviour, who

is Christ the Lord. And

this shall be a sign unto

you, Ye shall find the

babe wrapped in swad-

dling clothes, lying in a

manger." No sooner had

their eyes become ac-

customed to the glori-

ous presence of the one

angel, than, lo! the

whole plain was lighted

up with the wondrous

glory of the multitude

of angels that peopled

the plains of Bethlehem.

The angel quieted the

fears of the shepherds

before opening their

eyes to behold the multi-

“  I entreat you, my
brethren and sis-
ters, to make this

coming Christmas
a blessing to your-
selves and others.”

Continued E. G. White on Christmas



4

been educated to expect

gifts from parents and

friends upon Christmas.

Christmas is celebrated

to commemorate

Christ's birth. If we cel-

ebrate it only

in seeking to

give pleasure

to our chil-

dren and one

another, our

offerings are

diverted from

the true ob-

ject. We

should bring

our thank of-

ferings to the

Lord, laying

our gifts at the feet of

Him who has opened the

treasures of heaven to

us.”

RH.1889-12-17.007

      “What matchless

love Jesus has mani-

God of heaven in will-

ing, grateful offerings.

Follow no longer the

world's customs. Make

a break here, and see if

this Christmas cannot

show thousands of dol-

lars flowing into the

treasury, that God's

store-house may not be

empty. You may not be

recompensed on earth,

but you will be re-

warded in the future

life, and that abun-

dantly.  .   .   . Let there

be recorded in the heav-

enly books such a

Christmas as has never

yet been seen, because

of the donations which

shall be given for the

sustaining of the work

of God and the upbuild-

ing of his kingdom.”

RH.1888-12-11.019

      “Our children have

tude of the heavenly

host, all praising God,

and saying, "Glory to

God in the highest; and

on earth, peace, good

will to men."

RH.1884-12-09.016

      “You that have means,

who have been in the

habit of making dona-

tions to your relatives

and friends until you

are at a loss to know

what to invent that will

be new and interesting

to them, seek to put your

ingenuity to the test, as

well as your influence,

to see how much means

you may gather to ad-

vance the work of the

Lord. Let your skill and

your capacities be em-

ployed to make the com-

ing Christmas one of in-

tense interest, paying

your addresses to the

E. G. White On Christmas

cause there is an uncer-

tainty in regard to the

exact time. Let us do

what we can to fasten

the minds of the chil-

dren upon those things

which are precious to

every one who loves Je-

sus. Let us teach them

though we do not know

the exact day of

Christ's birth, we

would honor the sa-

cred event. May the

Lord forbid that any

one should be so

narrow-minded as to

over-look the event be-

fested for a fallen

world! If angels sung

because the Saviour was

born in Bethlehem,

shall not our hearts

echo the glad strain,

Glory to God in the high-

est, peace on earth,

good will to men? Al-

“Not only on birth-
days should par-
ents and children

remember the
mercies of the

Lord in a special
way, but Christ-
mas and New

Year's”
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how Jesus came into the world

to bring hope, comfort, peace,

and happiness to all. The angels

explained the reason of their

great joy, saying, "For unto you

is born this day in the city of

David a Saviour, which is Christ

the Lord." Then, children and

youth, as you celebrate the com-

ing Christmas, will you not

count up the many things for

which you are to be grateful,

and will you not present a grati-

tude offering to Christ, and so

reveal that you do appreciate

the heavenly Gift?”

RH.1890-12-09.003

“Even Christmas, the day ob-

served professedly in honor of

the birthday of Christ, has been

made a most effective means of

turning the mind away from

Christ, away from his glory. If

Christmas is kept at all, it

should be kept in a way that will

be in harmony with its signifi-

cance. Christ should be remem-

bered, his name honored; the

old, old story of his love should

be recounted.”

RH.1894-11-13.006

“ Not only on birthdays should

parents and children remember

the mercies of the Lord in a spe-

cial way, but Christmas and New

Year's should also be seasons

when every household should

remember their Creator and Re-

deemer.”

ST.1887-12-08.015

      The banner of truth is to be

unfurled in far-distant coun-

tries. The great and testing

truths which God has commit-

ted to us are to be given to all

nations, tongues, and peoples.

We invite all, men, women, and

children, at the coming Christ-

mas to do all that they possibly

can do to aid in the accomplish-

ment of this work. Let us

throughout our

churches untidily

resolve not to

make the holidays a

time of feasting

and selfish gratifi-

cation. Let us ex-

cuse the members

of our household

from making presents to us. Our

time, our money, belongs to God.

Every hour, every moment, is

precious. Dollars, dimes, and

even pennies should be trea-

sured up to aid in bringing souls

to Christ and the truth. Shall

not every needless ornament,

every extravagance, every self-

ish indulgence, be given up, and

all these little outgoes, these

tiny streams, flow into the

Lord's treasury? Past pledges

should now be canceled, as far

as possible. Those who have

robbed God in tithes and offer-

ings should come before him

and make restitution. And to

these let us add our free-will

gifts.

ST.1887-12-08.016

      “Let your Christmas tree be

dedicated to God, and let its

boughs be laden with offerings

for Christ. Do not give as

though it were a task, doling out

your donations with a niggardly

hand. Good works are no

drudgery. In giving to us his Son,

God has poured out to us all

Heaven in one gift. Let us with

an overflowing heart, with

gratitude and joy because of

Christ's matchless love, bring

him our offerings. Teach your

children by your own

example the blessed-

ness of doing for

Christ. Train them to

go on errands of love

for him, and in all their

gifts to remember the

gracious Giver.”

(Continued from page 4)

“Let your Christ-
mas tree be dedi-
cated to God, and
let its boughs be
laden with offer-
ings for Christ.”

E. G. White On Christmas


